V.

SIMON'S DIES; IN THE ROYAL MINT MUSEUM,
WITH SOME NOTES ON THE EAELY HIS-
TORY OP COZNAGE BY MACHINERY.

(See Plates V.-VIII.)

IT is a matter of great regretf to the student of num
matics that so few mediaeval chaining instruments a
preserved in our museums, as they would frequentl
furnish conclusive evidence in the  solution  of man;
knotty problems.   Of the series of matri^s^pctnches, ana
dies in the collection at the Royal Mint, only a very
few are   anterior  to  the  middle  of  the   seventeenth
century, a point of time constituting an epoch in the
monetary history of this country.    From this period,
however, almost an unbroken continuity is maintained,
chiefly in punch or matrix form, of the dies used for
coins struck in this Mint.

The examples that exist of the die-work of this epoch
possess a twofold interest for the numismatist. They
comprise specimens of the handicraft in steel of that
prince of English die-engravers, Thomas Simon; and,
in the second place, they constitute the sole relics of the
actual tools employed at the time when the transition was
finally made in this country from manual to mechanical
methods of coin-production.

An examination of these specimens has led to the
belief that a contribution may still be made to the